LOCAL OFFER

Thomas Tallis Secondary School
	Support Centre for Autism and Language Impairment


Designated Special Provisions in the Royal Borough of Greenwich are responsible for providing specialist support for a narrow group of students with specific needs. The Support Centre for Autism and Language Impairment (SCALI) at Thomas Tallis School is a DSP, which provides support for students with Autistic Spectrum Disorder and/or Specific Language Impairment.

A. PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT STUDENTS ATTACHED TO THE SUPPORT CENTRE FOR AUTISM AND LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT IN THIS SCHOOL

	School based information
	People
	Summary of responsibilities

	Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child’s difficulties with learning/ Special Educational Needs if she/he has been placed at the Support Centre for Autism and Language Impairment?
	Head of Support Centre for Autism and Language Impairment:
 Martyna Sobczak 


	The Head of the Centre is responsible for:

· Coordinating all the support for students with Autistic Spectrum Disorder and/or Specific Language Impairment attached to the DSP and making sure that all students get a consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in school.
· Ensuring that you are:
· involved in supporting your child’s learning
· kept informed about the support your child is getting
· involved in reviewing how they are doing
· part of planning ahead for them.

· Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s learning e.g. Educational Psychology, ASD Outreach Service, etc…

· Updating the school’s SEN register (a system for ensuring all the SEN needs of students in this school are known) with the information about the specific needs of students with ASD and Language Impairments and making sure that there are excellent records of your child’s progress and needs.

	
	Team of 2 Support Teachers: Clancy Heinemann and Sheila Kelly

Your child will be taught in specialist withdrawal sessions. The number of sessions per week will depend on her/his individual needs. Specialist teachers will also teach your child differentiated English, Maths and Humanities lessons.


	Specialist Teachers at SCALI are responsible for:

· Delivering specialist small group or individual sessions tailored for the specific needs of your child. These sessions aim at:

· developing language and communication skills,

· reinforcing the vocabulary and ideas taught in mainstream lessons which your child might find difficult, 

· improving your child’s basic academic skills, e.g. numeracy and literacy,

· improving social skills and organisational skills

· Teaching Inclusion lessons for students with additional learning needs including English, Maths and Humanities

· Providing pastoral care for students attached to the unit/being a key worker for your child 

· Organising alternative exam arrangements for students attached to the provision and reinforcing special exam dispensations.

· Delivering the ‘Travel Safe’ programme for children who struggle with commuting independently.  

· Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school so they can help your child achieve the best possible progress in school.

· Ensuring class teachers and pastoral staff are aware of the needs of individual students.


	
	4 Learning Support Assistants:

Jacqueline Rutherford 

Sara Sowe

Shilo Yogev

Andy Brighouse
	Learning Support Assistants are responsible for:

· Providing specialist  in-class support for your child in mainstream lessons - maximising their access to the curriculum on offer.
· Delivering specialist small group or individual sessions tailored for the specific needs of your child. These session aim at:

· developing language and communication skills,

· reinforcing the vocabulary and ideas taught in the mainstream lessons which your child might find difficult, 

· improving your child’s basic academic skills, e.g. numeracy and literacy,

· improving social skills and organisational skills
· Providing supervision during the school day (including break times and lunch times) for students with a high level of need.

· Providing pastoral care for students attached to the unit/being a key worker for your child 

· Advising class teachers and pastoral staff about recommended strategies to support individual students with ASD and Language Impairments

· Running reading sessions

· Running homework sessions 


	
	Team of 2 Speech and Language Therapists:

Julia Longthorne and Victoria Williams

All students at SCALI receive an intense Speech and Language Therapy input in individual sessions and/or small group sessions.
	SALT service is responsible for:

· Carrying out appropriate assessments and delivering an intense programme of Speech and Language therapy sessions for students with ASD and/or Language Impairments

· Setting and reviewing Speech and Language Therapy targets 

· Liaising with staff at SCALI to ensure that all staff is working towards common speech, language and communication goals. 

· Liaising with mainstream teaching staff to ensure that they have the appropriate knowledge of your child’s difficulties and the strategies to support your child in lessons.
·  Liaising with you about your child’s speech and language therapy targets and commenting on her/his progress.

	
	Classroom teacher
	· He/ She is responsible for:

· Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional help your child may need (this could be things like targeted work, additional support) and letting the SEN Team know as necessary.

· Communicating specific targets and sharing and reviewing these with parents at Parents Evenings and Step Days.

· Providing specific feedback to your child on what they have achieved and how they can progress through regular marking of your child’s work

· Knowing the needs of the students and planning their lessons accordingly to meet these needs


B. HOW COULD MY CHILD GET SUPPORT FROM SUPPORT CENTRE FOR AUTISM AND LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT? :

Students at SCALI will get support that is specific to their individual needs. This will be provided by the support staff at SCALI, class teacher or may involve:

•   other staff in the school such as a Counsellor or Mentor

•   staff who will visit the school from the Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team

•   staff who visit from outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service, Educational Psychologist, Occupational Therapist and CAMHS
	What are the different types of support available for students attached to SCALI?
	What would this mean for your child?
	Who can get this kind of support?

	The Designated Special Provision provides intense support (usually of more than 20 hours) for students with communication difficulties including autism. 

This is usually provided via a Statement of Special Educational Needs stipulating the Autistic Spectrum Disorder and/or Specific Language Impairment as the main barrier to learning.
This means your child will have been identified by Speech and Language Therapy Service/Education Psychologist/other professionals, as needing a particularly high level of Speech and Language Therapy input and individual or small group support, which cannot be provided from the budget available to the school. 

The local authority in collaboration with you and various professionals involved with your child will have made a decision to place her/him in a DSP for Autism and Language Impairment.  
Consequently, the school will receive additional funding to be able to make appropriate support arrangements for your child. 

	The Statement will outline the secondary placement for your child and name a DSP at Thomas Tallis as the most appropriate provision. 

The Statement will also specify how the support should be used and what strategies must be put in place (e.g. individual support, small group sessions, Speech and Language Therapy input, etc.). It will also have long and short term goals for your child.

The SCALI team will assist your child in working towards these goals and will:
· support your child with whole class learning, run individual programmes or run small groups. 

· provide speech and language assessment and intervention
· provide access to a mainstream curriculum appropriate to individual needs (e.g. some students will spend a significant part of their day in the DSP whilst others will only use the DSP as a base  to work on specific individualised programmes)

· work with you and outside agencies in developing an integrated approach to speech and language and ASD support.
You are welcome to request a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways forward.
	Students whose learning needs are severe, complex and lifelong.

Students who need more than 20 hours of support in school. 

Students who have diagnosed or undiagnosed Autism Spectrum Disorder or/and Language Impairment (language and communication difficulties).

Students who have a DSP for Autism and Language Impairment named on their Statement as a recommended secondary provision.  



	Usually your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This may be from:

· Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach 
· Outside agencies such as CAMHS
	You will be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to an outside professional e.g. an educational psychologist. This will help the school and yourself understand your child’s particular needs better and be able to support them better in school.

The outside professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make recommendations, which may include:

· Making changes to the way your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or changing some aspects of teaching to support them better.
· Support to set targets which will include their specific expertise.
A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. a social skills group.
	All students at SCALI will receive support from the Speech and Language Therapy Service. Other referrals will be made as a result of recommendations made by the professionals involved with your child or your own recommendations during the course of your child’s education at Thomas Tallis School.


