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What can teachers do to support reading in class - a reflective grid drawing on the best practice, experts and research


	Steps to creating better readers  - what to do with texts in classrooms
	Do I think about this when planning…
	ACTION PLAN :
What I need to need to keep doing 

What I need to try

	
	(( 

Always 
	(
Some-times
	(
Never
	

	Before: What can teachers do before they give students a text to read in class? 

Do you….
	
	
	
	

	a) activate PRIOR KNOWLEDGE or build background knowledge of the topic? E.g. Use images/video clips to help build their knowledge and contextualise reading. This is particularly important for EAL learners.
	
	
	
	

	b) pre-teach VOCABULARY? E.g. Match words to definitions and pictures; match pictures around text to words in the text; dictionary work; 
	
	
	
	

	c) link the topic to their EVERYDAY LIVES so they can RELATE to the text and visualise what they are reading and link to what they already know?
	
	
	
	

	e) ask them to PREDICT what the text will be about so that they are ready and tuned into what they’re about to read? E.g., Give them the title/first few words and ask them to predict what it will be about.
	
	
	
	

	During: Once they are ready to read and you have prepared them for what they’re about to read, what can the teacher do to help them actively read? Do you…
	
	
	
	

	g) consider which WAY to read the text? E.g., silent reading, reading to students, oral reading by students, reading individually/in small groups/ whole class. 
	
	
	
	

	h) plan in activities that require pupils to use ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES that experienced readers use? E.g., predicting, questioning, clarifying, summarising or drawing, relating, reciprocal reading.
	
	
	
	

	i) model how experienced readers use these active reading strategies? E.g., stop when they don’t understand and ask questions; visualise and construct mental images; make connections with what they already know.
	
	
	
	

	j) provide opportunities for students to use all TYPES of READING? E.g. skimming, scanning, close reading, continuous reading (this can be achieved through DARTs).
	
	
	
	

	k) develop students’ AWARENESS of what type of reading strategy they are using (metacognition), so they can transfer these skills to reading in other subjects?
	
	
	
	

	After: What can teachers do to help students actively comprehend and understand what they’ve read? Do you…
	
	
	
	

	l) design DARTs to enable pupils to use the different types of reading? E.g. cloze exercises, matching and sequencing activities, text marking and text restructuring.
	
	
	
	

	m) use speaking and listening activities so that pupils can voice their understanding? E.g. discussion, group presentations, drama such as tableaux.
	
	
	
	

	n) ask pupils to teach other students in the class about what they’ve read? E.g. this can start off simply as feeding back to another student or group before it moves on to the whole class. 
	
	
	
	

	o) ask pupils questions that enable them to first understand  ‘what’ the text is about before moving  to ‘how the author…’ questions. 
	
	
	
	

	p) ask pupils to write a response or interpretation – informal or formal? E.g. creative response or an exam response, or note taking.
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