
Iyabo Agiri (Year 7 Parent)
Hi, I’m Iyabo. My son is in Year 7 and when I’m not ferrying him and friends to play football matches at weekends, I work for a Local Authority. 
I’d like to be a governor because I’m eager to spend the next 5 years engaging with children, parents and teachers and help all our children to enjoy their time and achieve their potential at Thomas Tallis School.
My role with a Local Authority involves building relationships and regular engagement with Services that support the needs of children. I may be new to Thomas Tallis School but I believe that these experiences will help me to be an effective governor and support the School’s aims now and in the future.
Beatrice Dadi (Year 7 Parent)
I currently have a son attending Thomas Tallis School.  Michael is in year 7. I have found the school to be an excellent environment that is nurturing and supportive to my son, enabling him to progress and thrive, with his individual needs and different learning styles. 

 

I presently work in the legal field; as a Legal Adviser to the Local Authority on housing matters. I have held various positions within my organization and have more than 20 years’ experience in housing and housing related matters.

 

My job gives me the opportunity to meet different people from different ethnicity; this has given me an understanding of culture and traditions.  I am aware of the financial pressures faced by public organization.

 
I have previously served as a parent governor at St Francis Catholic School and I am quite confident as to what this role entails. I am comfortable taking part in meetings and able to contribute from a parent's perspective as and when required.

 
I have put myself forward to be a parent governor as l want to serve the School family and local community of Thomas Tallis. I feel passionate about helping to ensure that the school maintains its outstanding Ofsted status and continues to be a great place for our children to learn how to care for others as well as achieve the best that they can together and individually. lt would therefore be my privilege to help support the school, staff and governors by bringing my knowledge, experience and professional skills to the governing body in any way I can.
Ruth Dollner (Year 9 Parent)

I am proud to be a parent of a Tallis pupil and would consider it a privilege to become a parent governor.  

I have worked in education for over 20 years as a primary school teacher and adviser.  I worked in Greenwich schools for several years as a teacher and as an English adviser. I once visited Tallis to demonstrate some strategies to teach writing and I knew from that point that I wanted my children to go to this vibrant school.  The pupils seemed to be so happy, full of life and enjoying their learning!

I am currently National Adviser for Edge Hill University's Reading Campaign.  I write and deliver training to teachers and teaching assistants across the country. I am also a Lead Ofsted Inspector.
I would like to join the Tallis governing body in order to both support and challenge the work of the school, so that it continues to provide the best possible education for our children.

Sally McKay (Year 10 and Year 12 Parent)
I am the mother of 2 children at Tallis, a son of 16 and daughter of 14, as well as a 19 year old son on Art Foundation year. Since my eldest son started Tallis I’ve witnessed many changes within the school. As a Visual Artist I work with performance, particularly dance companies, drawing rehearsals I paint, sculpt and print in my Woolwich studio as well as creating work for the stage. In 2012 I was invited to be Resident Artist at Greenwich Dance (GDA). Working with all age groups in the community leading workshops combining movement, drawing and making. Where possible I involve students in my work. Currently I am working in a project with Lewisham College BTEC Dance students involving choreography and drawing, creating a backcloth for their upcoming performance. 

In 2012 I led inter-disciplinary workshops with a Thomas Tallis year 7 class, collaborating with the Dance and Art departments. A professional dancer taught them a dance, they drew each other, used the drawings to inspire wire sculptures in the art room and finally filmed the shadow dances they made with the sculptures. In the Spring I led free figure-drawing workshops for 6th form students in a local gallery to help them build up their portfolios. Well attended by Tallis students, advertised word-of-mouth through and amongst the students.

I would welcome the opportunity to take a more active role in Thomas Tallis as Parent Governor. I have experience teaching teenagers, being the mother of teenagers and through my own 3 very different children, I have experience of all year groups and different departments, including SEN - my eldest son has dyspraxia. I particularly enjoy working with teenagers, I encourage and challenge them to develop and explore new skills, to nurture a belief in themselves and their talents.
Rebecca Swann (Year 7 Parent)
My name is Rebecca Swann. I am the mother of Marisa in year 7. I also have twin boys, who I hope will join her at Thomas Tallis in a few years’ time. The school’s reputation for art and creativity put it at the top of our list. 

I am passionate about the rights of all children to have an excellent education and to be enabled to achieve their best at school. I am currently a governor at a local primary school federation which has given me an insight into the world of education and the role of parent governor. I believe the fact that I am new to the school can be of benefit to the governing body. I come with no preconceived ideas about the school’s past, its previous leadership and buildings. I do also know other children and their parents who are in older years from Year 8 - sixth form.

I consider the home/school partnership of the utmost importance. I would be proud to represent the parents to ensure the parent voice is communicated within the governing body.  I can offer full commitment to the role of governor. I currently work on a freelance basis meaning I am able to organize my time to devote as much as required to the school. 


I have a wealth of other experience which I believe will prove very useful on the governing body.  I have worked for over 20 years in marketing and business development roles.  I have served on many committees and am currently the social media and news secretary for Manor House Gardens in Lee. I am active in the community and over the years have founded several initiatives such as the Greenwich and Lewisham Twins Club and supported others like the Charlton Toy Library and Voluntary Action Lewisham.  
If elected I would be committed and do my best to ensure that I represented parents' viewpoints on the governing body.


Marie Walker (Year 7 Parent)
I am a working mother with two children; a daughter aged fourteen and a son aged eleven (Tayo) who has recently joined Thomas Tallis in year seven.  I am born and raised in the borough of Greenwich and therefore have good knowledge of the local area.

Currently, I am employed as a Learning Mentor in a Lewisham Primary School and have worked there for the past five years. I am particularly responsible for the social and emotional well being of the pupils, overcoming barriers to learning, child protection and family support.

Furthermore, I am a qualified life coach with particular interest in the facilitation and development of young people, to enable them to recognise and achieve their full potential.

Additionally, I have four years’ experience as a School Governor in a Greenwich Primary School. I participated and contributed to the curriculum and personnel committees.

Thomas Tallis is a wonderfully diverse school, has a very good local reputation with a good community atmosphere. I feel the school at present, is experiencing exciting developments with the recent introduction of the new Head Teacher, Carolyn Roberts. I personally feel this is a perfect time to facilitate that development as a school governor.

I can offer a voice for parents, support staff and most importantly, ensure that all children enjoy an environment where they feel safe and can achieve their full potential.

Thank you for taking the time to read this statement.
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