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10 September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Year 7

This letter contains important information about the academic year ahead and a reminder of some of
the school procedures, which you may find useful. Please be aware some things have changed.

Key dates for your diary

Below you'll find some key academic dates for your diary. It is important you are aware of these to
help support your child, and to attend those events where you are expected, please.

Wednesday 16 September 2026 Settling In Evening (parents and carers only)
o 15:45 start
e 16:00 meet the tutor
e 16:30 talks from various staff including Head of Year and

Headteacher
e 17:00 end, optional chat with SEND/LSU/PTFA
Thursday 8 October 2026 School photos
Week beginning 19 October In-class assessments
Wednesday 18 November 2026 Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Week beginning 10 May 2027 End of year in-class assessments

Year 7 Team and Tutor Groups

There is a team of us working with the Year 7 students. Below is a list of our names, our roles, and our
contact email addresses.

George Wright: Head of Year
gwright@thomastallis.org.uk
For pastoral matters, which cannot be solved by your tutor, attendance, and student wellbeing.

Katie Houghton: (Acting) Deputy Head of Year
khoughton@thomastallis.org.uk
Homework club and attendance monitoring.

Sara Parmenter: Pastoral Lead for Year 7
sparmenter@thomastallis.org.uk
For pastoral matters.

Sandra Gordon: (Acting) Assistant Head, KS3 Standards
sgordon@thomastallis.org.uk
For curriculum matters and overall progress, achievement, and intervention.
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Your child’s tutor is always your first point of contact. To contact the tutor, the email is the tutor’s
firstinitial and surname followed by the Tallis email address e.g. npathmanathen@thomastallis.org.uk

Tutor Group Tutor

TNP Mr N Pathmanathen

THM Mr H Mansour

™S Ms M Spink and Mr R Foster

7SY Ms E Swinney

7CG Mr C Gilbride

TAJ Ms A James

ST Ms S Ting

TKH Ms K Houghton and Ms K Goodrum
T™MH Mr M Howcroft

How we communicate with you

Our preferred contact method is email, which will come to your inbox and/or your My Child at School
(MCaS) app, depending on your communication preferences. We also upload letters to our website
on the Letters Home page here. The school website will be where you and your child can find
information on attendance, punctuality and positive points.

Attendance, punctuality, absence, illness and conduct

Students need to attend over 96% of lessons to have the best chance of success. Attendance that
falls below this leads to significant missed learning time and therefore has a significant impact on
GCSE results. We ask that you do not take your child out of school during school hours or during term
time unless necessary. On the rare occasion that your child is not well enough to attend school,
please let us know as soon as possible by calling in or emailing attendance@thomastallis.org.uk,
giving your child’s name, tutor group and reason for their absence.

Homework

Your child’s homework will be visible to you on MCaS and should take between 30 minutes to 1 hour
per subject. In Year 7, compulsory homework is set weekly in English, Maths, Science, History and
Geography, while others will be suggested. We recommend you check MCaS every day and discuss
with your child what they need to do. Most homework will have a week’s time for completion. For
English, Maths and Science, your child will be set homework using the Sparx platform so they will
need access to a laptop to complete this.

Paying for food in the Canteen

If you would like your child to be able to buy food and drinks in the canteen, please transfer money to
their MCaS account. The lunchtime meal deal is £3.10 and includes a main meal and dessert. Please
discuss a budget with them so they know how much money they should be spending each day.
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Apply for free school meals and other grants for school pupils

We recognise that the cost of living can make things difficult. If you receive a qualifying benefit and
have a child in infant, primary or secondary school, your child may be able to get free school meals or
school uniform grants. Your borough will work out what support you can get.

Apply for free school meals and other grants:
e Greenwich Council applications

e [ewisham Council applications

We look forward to meeting you on the 16 September and wish your child every success for the year
ahead.

Yours sincerely,

/ /'M\;\
W
George Wright Sandra Gordon
Head of Year 7 (Acting) Assistant Headteacher (KS3 Standards)
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