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Our Year 7 Team

• We support

• We guide

• We praise

• We sanction proportionately

• We communicate

We uphold the school ethos to educate our young people so 

they are able to understand their world and change it for the 

better. 



School

Parents & Carers

Student

Supportive  
High expectations

Clear communication

How we work with you



Rewards

Weekly rewards

● Positive point for students with 100% attendance for the prior week

● Year group lottery – 3 winners – jump the queue at break and lunch time

● Tutor group of the week for attendance

Half termly rewards

● Tutor group of the half term - Non uniform day

● Students with 98% or higher names go into the annual draw

Termly rewards

● 98% + - postcard home & names go into annual draw

● Most improved attendance – postcards home

Annual rewards

● 98%+ - certificates in assembly  + reward trip

● Most improved in assembly



Screens (phones, tablets, laptop etc.)

Our School Phone Policy: Read it on our website here

At Home –  Screen Time

If young people use screens before bed they are…

• more than twice as likely to have a bad night’s sleep

• three times as likely to be very sleepy during the daytime

We need Balance between the online and offline world ​. 

https://www.thomastallisschool.com/uploads/2/2/8/7/2287089/mobile_phone_policy_%5bapproved%5d.pdf


ICT Acceptable Use Policy

• It explains how our community can access technology safely 

and respectfully

• Students will sign a copy in computing lessons

• You will have clicked to agree when enrolling

Monitoring and Filtering

• At school

• And at home?

Lessons Cover

• Privacy, safety and respect
• Positive and creative use of devices
• Critical thinking of content received
• How to respond and report an incident



Katherine 
Walsh

Deputy Headteacher:
Inclusion



Schools have a responsibility to 

ensure students are safe and a 

legal duty to monitor attendance

Students should aim for 100% 

attendance

Not everyone will have or be able to 

have 100% attendance.

Be in as much as they possibly can!

Punctuality
Students must arrive at school before 

8.30 each morning. Aim for 8:20.

If students are late, they will get a late 

mark which you can see on Bromcom. 

If they are late for a second time in a 

short time period, they will get a HoY  

detention. Arriving after 9am is an 

immediate HoY  detention. 

If they are late to a lesson, they will be 

spoken to about our expectations. If it 

persists, they will be issued a teacher 

detention with the teacher from 15:05.



Impact of 
absence from 

school



Therefore ,we must identify attendance difficulties 

and provide support through the following stages:

1. 1:1 tutor conversation

2. Letter home

3. Meeting with Deputy Head of Year & Deputy 

Head of School

4. Statutory Action

ATTENDANCE INTERVENTION



● Contact should be made with school, but we only 

authorise absence which is supported by evidence 

– letter from doctor, proof of an appointment, 

prescription, etc.

● If students feel unwell, they must get a note from a 

teacher to report to reception. They cannot call 

home themselves.

ATTENDANCE INTERVENTION



WAYS YOU CAN HELP

● Enforce consistent bedtimes.

● Buy an alarm clock and set it at an appropriate time.

● Report your child absence before 9.00am over the phone 
or to attendance@thomastallis.org.uk  cc’ing tutor and HoY.

● Provide medical evidence to authorise absence 
(photographs/ scans of official letters, appointment cards 
etc.)

● Take appointments and holidays outside of school hours.

● Talk to us if there are struggles with attendance.

mailto:attendance@thomastallis.org.uk


Daniel Talbot
Deputy Headteacher:

T&L and KS3



The Tallis Curriculum

(Powerful) Knowledge

+

(Creative) Habits of Mind

+

Tallis Character

=

Education to understand the world 

and change it for the better



A Year 7 timetable





Five Pillars of the Co -curriculum

1. Physical Activity, Adventure and the Natural World

2. Cultural Entitlement

3. Public Reasoning and Social Justice

4. Community and Futures: The local and the global

5. Academic Fulfilment



Useful Information

• Morning clubs usually start at 8:00

• After school clubs usually run from 15:05 – 16:00

• The Clubs & Societies list will be available online and at 
different places around the school. 



KS3 Research
Award

&

Foundation Project 
Qualification (FPQ)



Laptop offer 
● We are excited to launch our partnership with the charity ComputerAid , an 

organisation  committed to closing the digital divide 

● We are offering discounted refurbished laptops to Thomas Tallis students

● Much of the homework students will complete requires access to online 

platforms, so having their own device throughout their time at school will be 

highly beneficial 

● To secure a device you need to fill in the order form by the 2 October  

https://forms.office.com/e/bFYXXx8aN8

● Payment can be made via MCAS (my child at school) 

● You can either pay for the full device (£173.20) or a £50 deposit followed by 11 

monthly instalments of £12.32  

● If there are financial barriers to accessing this offer, please contact us to 

explore eligibility for further financial support

● Any questions should be directed to Lisa Guy: lguy@thomastallis.org.uk

https://forms.office.com/e/bFYXXx8aN8
mailto:lguy@thomastallis.org.uk


Sandra Gordon

Assistant Headteacher:
T&L and KS3



Year 7 Independent Learning Timetable



How can you help?

Your child needs to work independently but your interest and 

input are still crucial and will help your child to do well.

1. Please check your children can login to their accounts
Helpdesk@thomastallis.org.uk

2. Provide a quiet environment and necessary equipment

3. Have a regular independent learning routine

4. Praise effort, rather than achievement

5. Show an interest

6. Set a good example

7. Monitor: check your child’s planner and MCAS



Revision and assessments…

● In-class – week beginning October 19

● Parents' evening – Wednesday November 18 

● End of year – week beginning May 10 



How our systems work

● MCAS to inform

● Microsoft Teams  for resources

● Teachers also use Microsoft Outlook to email



MCAS: What you will see



Sparx

● Your child will be set their English, Maths and Science 

homework through Sparx .

● Sparx  has sent an email home with login details.

● However, you can also use single sign -in through 

Microsoft.

● Please ensure you have signed in and checked homework 

either tonight or tomorrow.

● Visit Sparx  maths  at www.sparxmaths.com and click log in.

http://www.sparxmaths.com




Next steps...

● Enter your child's email address and school login. 

They will need to give you this. It is in their 

planner. Please make a note of it.

● Once you are logged in this screen will appear...



• You can click on the homework and 
they can complete it.

• Once it is done, click on menu and 
you can navigate to Sparx  Reader or 
Sparx  Science.



Why is reading so important?

There is a significant body of evidence that shows:

● Children's attitudes towards reading change as they get 

older, and some children read less as a result.

● Reading for pleasure is strongly correlated with student 

achievement, as well as being important for a child's 

personal development.

● Even voracious readers tend to get 'stuck' as they read 

teenage fiction.



• Even though your child is now in Year 7, it is still a great idea to 
read together at home

• You can talk about reading at home – what is your 
child reading? What are they enjoying about it?

• If your child is a great independent 
reader, you could read books that 
they are reading to enable discussion 
about them. Ask them what they are 
reading on Sparx .

• Introduce higher order concepts, 
scientific studies, news stories, 
audiobooks in the car

How can you help?



Chris Hordern
Assistant Headteacher

Behaviour





Bromcom



MCAS



The good, the bad and phones!

• They have made a good start.

• There may be bumps in the road.

• We need to work together.

• Phones.

• Making friends and sharing of phone 
numbers.

• Monitor phones at home.

tallisparenting.weebly.com



Thomas Tallis 
P arents
T eachers  & 
F riends  
A ssociation

We work closely with School and the Board of Governors to support the wider Tallis community 

and fundraise for activities that may otherwise be out of reach.

Alongside our program of events, we provide event 

management support for all student performances.

Online PTFA Shop makes pre -loved Uniform easily accessible for 

everyone.  

Fund workshops & visiting experts.

Monthly Giving is the life -blood of every charity.  We aim to 

find someone to pledge the cost of a coffee for every 

student in Tallis.  In just 1 year, we would raise £60,000!  

If you are able to, please consider joining our 

Cost -of-a-Coffee Supporters.

Charity No.1178258

Founded the ComputerAid  initiative to bring affordable or free 

laptops to Tallis students and eradicate digital exclusion.

For 2026/27 we need a new board (chair, secretary, book -keeper) could that be you? 
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