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Dear Parents and Carers,

Subject: What is the Hemisphere programme, how does it work, and why does it matter?

At Thomas Tallis, we want every child to feel safe, valued and able to thrive. As part of our
commitment to providing an education that prepares pupils to succeed and contribute positively to
today’s society, we are introducing annual Hemisphere training for both staff and pupils.

This work helps us strengthen pupils’ sense of belonging and build understanding across different
backgrounds, including how to talk about race and inequality with confidence and respect.

What is Hemisphere?

Hemisphere is a UK-based programme used by schools across the country. It draws on neuroscience,
storytelling and education research to help pupils and staff understand Britain’s many communities
and cultures, and to talk about topics such as race and inequality in a confident, respectful and age-
appropriate way. All conversations are balanced, guided and rooted in respect — supporting pupils to
build empathy and understanding without judgment or blame.

The programme explores how our brains and experiences shape the way we see others, and how we
can create classrooms where everyone feels they belong. Sessions include short films, interactive
activities, and opportunities for practical reflection, helping participants apply their learning to real-
life situations.

Developed with school leaders, educators and students, Hemisphere is aligned with the PSHE
curriculum and is used in schools across the UK.

How will it work?

Most staff in Greenwich schools including Thomas Tallis are being trained to complete Hemisphere
professional development each year. This ensures that classroom conversations are guided by
informed and confident adults.

Students will take part in age-appropriate sessions exploring Britain’s diverse communities. They will
learn to recognise unfairness, understand difference and discuss related issues in a safe, thoughtful
way. These sessions promote critical thinking and healthy relationships both in and out of school.
This will take place in Computing.

At Home

You may notice your child reflecting on these topics at home. The training gives them language and
tools to talk about these subjects safely and constructively.

Why does it matter?
Like all parents and carers, we want children to treat others with kindness, to have the confidence to
speak up for fairness, and to contribute positively to society. This work supports our shared

commitment to creating a safe, inclusive and supportive environment where every child can learn,
grow and belong.
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If you have any questions, please contact rchoudhury@thomastallis.org.uk

Yours sincerely,

Rahima Choudhury
Curriculum Leader of Careers, Community & Guidance
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