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Welcome to the Choices Options Booklet for Year 9 students at Thomas Tallis 
School. This is an exciting time for you, your parents and teachers. The following 
pages will guide you through the process of choosing the subjects you wish to 
study at Key Stage 4. Choose wisely and keep as many doors open to your future 
as you can.

Make sure that you read all the available information in this booklet and on the 
Tallis Choices website. Discuss your choices with family members, carers, staff 
and other students so that you make the best choice for you. 

You can find out how the KS4 curriculum works and which subjects are compulso-
ry and which are optional. Don't forget that your tutor and teachers are invaluable 
sources of information and advice. Talk to your teachers if you can't find what you 
are looking for.

You’ll face a lot of examinations at the end of year 11. It’s a good idea to think 
about balancing your choices with courses that have a practical or performance 
element where you can shine in different ways too.   

Welcome from the Head, Mrs Roberts
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Curriculum Principles
The aims of our KS4 curriculum are creativity, academic rigour and opportunity 
within a broad and balanced curriculum. We work on the principle that more doors 
are held open for you for longer if you follow a wider curriculum. We therefore 
aim to ensure that you will receive a broad and balanced curriculum in order to 
support your cultural understanding and general knowledge.

The Tallis Baccalaureate

The government wants to increase the percentage of young people taking the 
‘English Baccalaureate’, or ‘Ebacc’. This is a combination of particular subjects:
 
• English language and literature,
• Maths,
• Sciences, 
• Geography or History 
• and a language.

The Ebacc is made up of the subjects which are considered essential to many 
degrees which open up lots of doors.  

At Tallis, we think this is too narrow because we believe the Arts are an entitle-
ment of any broad and balanced curriculum. The ‘Tallis Baccalaureate’ (‘TBacc’)  
therefore adds a compulsory Arts or DT choice to the Ebacc. We want as many of 
our students as possible to take the full ‘TBacc’ because we think it is a curriculum 
that will give you the powerful knowledge you need to help you to understand the 
world and change it for the better.
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The Assessment Framework
The assessment mechanism which you will be assessed against in 2025 is the 
GCSE 9 to 1 grades and BTEC D* to P grades.  The table below shows how these 
relate (and compare to the previous A* to G grades). Here at Tallis we use Target 
Grades based on students expected progress from their KS2 data.  However, with 
no KS2 data available, due to COVID we can base Target Grades on the Year 7 start 
of the Year asessments. Target Grades are a minimum expectation and we expect 
that over the two year course some students will exceed their target grades.

Current Grade Simplistic Refined

9
Distinction *

8

7                   A Distinction

6
Merit

5 (Strong Pass)

4 (Standard 
Pass)                  C Pass

3

2 Level 1 Pass

1                 G

U( Fail) U (Fail)
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Sep 
2023

Sep 
2024

Note:
Students will be able to 
choose non-core subjects 
from option choices in 
order to achieve a balanced 
curriculum

Some students will receive 
additional support with their 
choices.

NB:
Our curriculum offer is 
subject to change. We will 
keep you informed should 
this be the case.

Year 10 Year 11

English Language & 
Literature 

(two GCSEs)
8 8

Mathematics 8 8

Science 9 9

Sport 3 3

PSHCE 1 1

Option Subjects (x4) 5 5

GCSE
Art, Business Studies, Computer Science, Dance, Drama, Film Studies, Food 
Technology, French, Geography, Graphics, History, Music, Photography, 
Product Design, Religious Studies, Spanish

Level 2 BTEC (equivalent to 1 GCSE)
Health & Social Care  Media
Music   Sport

Level 1/2
British Sign Language

Additional (by agreement/invitation only)
Heritage Languages
Further Maths
Enterprise
Latin
Gardening & Horticulture 
3D Art & Design
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How do I decide?
Firstly, please bear in mind that this is the first set of a series of choices you will 
make on what you study as you progress through education. If you are worried 
you may get it wrong, bear in mind that it is more often the quality of grade rather 
than the choice of course that precludes students from continuing a subject at 
Key Stage 5. In any case, we make sure you get a broad and balanced curriculum 
whatever you decide to do. 

So how do you make your choices? Below are a few principles to reflect on as you 
go through the process of making your mind up.

• Don’t make your decision on the basis of your teacher. There is no guarantee 
that you will get the same teacher next year.

• Do make a decision on the basis of being good at a subject. The quality of 
grades are important in progression to Post-16, colleges and universities. 
Look closely at the demands of the final exam for each subject when thinking 
about this i.e. it may be a bad decision to do an essay-based subject if you 
hate writing essays.

• Don’t make the decision on whether your friends are doing the subject. 
There is no guarantee you will be in the same class and friendship groups do 
change.

• Do make your decision on whether the subject will help you in a particular 
career you want to pursue, but also don’t worry if you don’t know what you 
want to do at this stage.

• Don’t make the decision on the basis of a “package” going nicely together. 
There is really no such thing at this stage and many colleges and universities 
like students who have aptitudes in lots of different areas.

• Do make your decision on whether you enjoy the subject, enjoy the chal-
lenge and feel you learn a lot in lessons.

Whilst the choice is always yours to make, it is important that you are aware of 
expectations that exist for students intending to progress to the most competi-
tive universities. The EBacc (English Baccalaureate) is not a qualification but a set 
of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open for further study and 
future carers. As well as the core of English Language, English Literature, Maths 
and Science, this means including a Language and Humanity (History or Geogra-
phy). However, because of the number of options available, this still leaves plenty 
of scope for other subject choices.

This is clearly an important time for students and parents, but is only the first step 
in a long process. Give yourself time to think, ask lots of questions and you will, we 
are sure, make good decisions for all the right reasons.
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CORE SUBJECTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ENGLISH LITERATURE

MATHS

SCIENCE

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, 
CITIZENSHIP & ECONOMIC

EDUCATION (PSHCE)
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ENGLISH
During English curriculum time, all students study for two separate qualifications 
in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. All English GCSEs have 
terminal assessment with no controlled assessment or coursework. There will be 
no tiered entries and students will be awarded a grade from 1 to 9, with 9 being 
the highest.

GCSE English Language
The English Language GCSE encourages students to read a greater range of high 
quality, challenging literature and non-fiction texts from a range of genres and 
types from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. It has a focus on making sure that 
students are able to write clearly and accurately, using Standard English, and 
assess unseen texts. There is emphasis on spelling, punctuation and grammar, 
including the use of vocabulary. Speaking and Listening will be assessed through 
endorsement. There is an emphasis on teaching students to become more confi-
dent in formal speaking.
 
GCSE English Literature
The English Literature GCSE encourages students to read a wide range of classic 
literature fluently with the assessment of:
 
• A 19th century novel,
• A Shakespeare play,
• A selection of poetry, 
• Post-1914 British fiction or drama. 
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MATHS
During Maths curriculum time, all students study for a Higher tier or Foundation 
tier GCSE. The course is assessed at the end of Year 11 through 3 final examina-
tions (2 calculator papers and 1 non-calculator paper) and there is no coursework. 
We use the Edexcel examination board.

We decide on your tier (Higher or Foundation) by looking at your work in KS3 and 
thinking about your future career path. A Foundation course covers work from 
grades 1-5 and the Higher course from grades 4-9.     

Both courses cover Number, Algebra, Geometry and Statistics. Number includes 
ratio, proportion, percentages and mental arithmetic. Algebra includes solving 
equations, manipulating expressions and graphs. Geometry includes area of 
polygons, Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry. Statistics includes representing 
data using charts and graphs and analysing data with averages and probability.  

Both courses will equip you with the Maths that you need for life and further 
study, there is an emphasis on using Maths to reason and solve problems.  



Education to understand the world and change it for the better
11

SCIENCE
All students study Science at KS4. Science is an integral part of young people’s 
education as it explains how the world around us works and teaches critical 
thinking. We emphasise learning science through practical investigation and 
give pupils the opportunity to solve challenging problems by applying scientific 
concepts.
 
At Thomas Tallis we teach the AQA Science specification. All students will study 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics by following one of two pathways: ‘Combined Sci-
ence: Trilogy’ or ‘Triple Science’, which has 30% more content across the three 
subjects so is more demanding on students’ independent time. 
 
Most students will follow the Combined Science: Trilogy pathway and will be 
awarded two GCSEs across all sciences. Some students will follow the Triple Sci-
ence pathway and will be awarded three GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
separately. Students will be placed provisionally on these pathways at the begin-
ning of year 10 based on their progress in KS3 science and personal interests. 
There is, however, the opportunity for students to move between the Triple and 
Double Science pathways during year 10 and 11 and a final decision will be made 
on an individual student’s most appropriate pathway in year 11.
 
Triple and Combined Science contain no coursework element, and the subjects 
are linearly assessed via terminal examinations at the end of Year 11. Students will 
sit 6 exams, 2 each in Biology, Chemistry and Physics lasting 1 hour 15 minutes for 
Combined Science, and 1 hour 45 minutes for Triple science. The study of either 
Triple or Combined Science provides a strong foundation for the further study of 
Sciences at Post-16 level.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, CITIZENSHIP & 
ECONOMIC EDUCATION (PSHCE)
PSHCE, including careers and work-related learning, is taught in lesson one hour 
per fortnight, registration times, cross-curricular projects, through whole school 
activities (such as the termly Community Days and Tallis Character) and the as-
sembly programme. During PSHCE all students focus on topics that relate to the 
development of their social, personal, emotional and mental health, including po-
litical literacy, relationships and sex education (RSE), drugs education, stress and 
mental health, progression routes, careers, personal finance and personal safety. 
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 OPTION SUBJECTS

BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE
BUSINESS

COMPUTER SCIENCE
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

(3D DESIGN, FOOD, 
GRAPHICS & PRODUCT DESIGN)

ENTERPRISE
GEOGRAPHY

HEALTH AND FITNESS
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY
LANGUAGES 

(FRENCH & SPANISH)
PERFORMING ARTS 

(DANCE, DRAMA & MUSIC)
SPORT

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS 

(ART, FILM, MEDIA & PHOTOGRAPHY)
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BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE - LEVEL 1 Award in BSL and 
                                                               LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE in BSL
The Course

British Sign Language is a visual and gestural language which enables communi-
cation with deaf and hard of hearing people. The course has 6 modules: 3 of which 
teach basic signs to communicate in general everyday life with deaf people, (Level 
1), and 3 at a more advanced level to enable fluent communication with deaf peo-
ple. (Level 2). To achieve the full Level 1 Award in British Sign Language, candidates 
must pass all units before going onto Level 2. 

Assessment 
 
Year 9 - Level 1 includes 3 Units (101,102 and 103)  

Unit 101 Module covers:  Unit 102 Module covers: 
Greeting and Leave taking                    Describing People, Animals and Objects
Clarification   Using Numbers (Extended)
Using Numbers   Interests and Activities
Transport   Food and Drink
Weather
Directions 

Unit 103 Module covers: 
Getting Around
Sharing Information
Weather (Extended)
Using Numbers (Extended)
 
Year 10 and 11 - Level 2 includes 3 Units (201, 202 and 203)

On this course you will be learning 4 different themes; everyday life, spending and 
shopping, travel and holidays, eating and drinking. Everyday life is a compulsory 
theme leaving the students to pick two out of the other three themes for their pres-
entational and conversational skills.  

Unit 201 – Receptive Skills, Unit 202 – Presentational Skills, Unit 203 – Conversa-
tional Skills 

All units have exams. Two will be externally assessed, Unit 101 will be internally 
assessed.

Potential Pathways 
Level 1 pathways include retail outlets, restaurants, food stores, service industry. 
Level 2 pathways include receptionist, carer, midwifery, nursery, office administra-
tion, leisure and tourism, utility groups and teaching assistants. After Level 2 there 
is an option to start a pre Level 3 taster to see what the Level 3 certificate has to 
offer.
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BUSINESS - GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES (OCR)

The Course

Everything in life involves Business. Think about your favourite top; what busi-
nesses made it possible for you to be wearing it? The obvious ones are the shop 
that sold it and the manufacturing plant that made it, but what about the cotton 
growers, the dye producers, the label makers, the companies that transported 
it through every stage on its journey? There are also the banks and accountants 
looking after the finances of all those businesses, the marketing companies that 
advertise those businesses, the recruitment companies helping provide them 
with staff, etc. Thinking about all those processes and people allows you to be-
gin to understand what Business Studies is all about. Business is a major part of 
everyone’s life and anybody who has a good idea about how businesses work will 
have a huge advantage when they start looking for work. Taking GCSE Business 
Studies could even set you on the road to being the next major entrepreneur! 
If you enjoy TV programmes like Dragons’ Den and The Apprentice, then this 
really is the subject for you.

Assessment 
 
GCSE Business is assessed through 2 written examinations which take place at 
the end of Year 11. There is no coursework for this subject.

Areas of study – you will study elements of business related topics such as: 

• Enterprise and Entrepreneurship
• Marketing
• People in business
• Operations
• Finance
• Influences on Businesses

Potential Pathways 

By studying Business Studies you will have gained an insight into many careers 
you may one day want to follow and your GCSE will tell employers that you 
understand what it takes to make their business a success. It will also give you 
an insight into the kind of skills and qualities they will be looking for, giving 
you a real advantage in the job market. It could even help you to start your own 
business empire. If you choose to continue studying Business in our Post-16, 
you can choose from Level 3 BTEC Business, A Level Economics or A Level 
Business. These subjects can all be pursued further at university through a va-
riety of general Business degrees or specialist degrees in Finance, Accounting, 
Marketing, Human Resources, Logistics, Economics, etc.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE - GCSE

All students in KS4 will gain experience in computing across a range of subject 
areas. They will develop their IT skills in specially created DigiTallis lessons with-
in PHSE time and in core subject areas. If they wish to go beyond this to study 
the theory behind how computers work and coding skills then they can look at 
GCSE Computer Science.

The Course

Are you interested in understanding what makes computer systems work?
Do you want to learn how to create software that solves problems for people?
How has the internet changed the world and where technology is going next?
You will:

• Gain an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works.
• Develop critical thinking, analytical and problem-solving skills.
• Apply your knowledge, technical skills and creativity to solve real world 

problems.

Assessment 
 
We follow the OCR exam board GCSE (9 - 1) Computer Science course.

It is a linear qualification with two final exams.

Potential Pathways 

Computer Science will prepare you for a future where computer technology will 
be embedded in every possible career you choose.

If you decide to take Computer Science further, you will be in a strong position 
to go onto related A-level and university courses as well as the growing number 
of technology based apprenticeships.

With computer technologies continuing to have a growing importance, there 
will be a huge demand for professionals who are qualified in this subject.

Computer Science graduates can earn some of the highest incomes after leav-
ing university.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY - 3 DIMENSIONAL DESIGN 
by invitation only

Qualification achieved: GCSE Art and Design – 3D Design
Syllabus and Board: AQA specification 
Assessment:  60% coursework 
                                                         40% Final practical examination (no written paper)

The Course

Course content: The 3Dimensional course provides students with a wide range 
of creative and stimulating opportunities to explore their interests in designing 
products. Using a variety of techniques students will learn and develop new 
manufacturing skills including; CAD/CAM, wood and metal techniques, textiles, 
enamelling, casting and ceramics as well as other traditional methods.

Coursework: Students are expected to produce two coursework projects as 
outlined below. Both projects should demonstrate their knowledge and under-
standing of art and culture including how they personally interpret responses to 
what they have learnt. 

Assessment 

Is divided into four different areas:

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical under-
standing of sources: 

         Developing ideas from a starting point to a final piece. This is done through  
         mind-mapping, mood-boarding, sketches and studies related to contextual
         studies such as the work of other artists, designers and crafts people both
         past and present.
• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes: 
         Refining your ideas through selecting and experimenting with appropriate
         resources, media, materials, techniques and processes.
• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 

progresses: 
          Primary and Secondary observational drawings, mind-map, moodboard and 
          written information.
• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions 

and demonstrates understanding of visual language: 
         Presenting a personal, informed and meaningful response from your initial 
         research through to a final 3D outcome.

Coursework is assessed regularly and students will receive a schedule of all ex-
pected work, including homework and deadlines at the beginning of each term.
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Exam - Practical Set Task
Question papers are issued to students in the second term of Year 11. Students 
will need to produce paper based artistic work which relates solely to their cho-
sen theme and will also be expected to produce a final product within a 10 hour 
focussed exam setting.

3D Design compliments any combination of subjects selected at GCSE and 
possible career paths for 3D students include:

Interior Design                                            Product Design
Graphic Design   Architecture
Illustration   Publishing   
Packaging   Theatre Set Design   
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY - FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION

GCSE

Examination Board: WJEC
Assessment:  Exam 50%
   Controlled Assessment 50%

The Course

Are you a keen cook? Do you enjoy combining a wide range of foods to be 
cooked using different methods? Are you keen to learn about the function of 
ingredients from around the world and the scientific principles?  

You will learn in-depth knowledge about the function of ingredients, study 
the Eatwell guide and learn about healthy eating, learn in-depth social, moral 
and environmental food issues, cooking for dietary needs, discuss nutritional 
analysis, as well as carrying out several scientific investigations using a range of 
ingredients.  

There will also be making and developing dishes, using a range of skills and 
equipment. 

Assessment

Written Exam Paper 50%

Integrated into five sections: 

• Food
• Nutrition and health
• Food science
• Food safety
• Food choice
• Food provenance. 

Throughout the course students will learn about these topics via practical and 
theory-based activities.

Controlled Assessment 50%

Task 1: Food investigation (15%)

A scientific food investigation set by the exam board which will assess the 
learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to scientific principles 
underlying the preparation and cooking of food. Students produce a written or 
electronic report (1,500 - 2,000 words) including photographic evidence of the 
practical investigation.
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Task 2: Food preparation assessment (35%)

Students will prepare, cook and present three dishes, task set by the exam 
board.

They will plan how this will be achieved. The outcome will be a written or elec-
tronic portfolio including photographic evidence of the meals, shopping list, 
plan of make and evaluation.

Potential Pathways 

Catering    Restaurateur  Health Sector 
Food Science Industry   Food Buyer   Nutritionist 
Food Stylist    Home Economist                     Product Tester
Product Developer  

Food & Nutrition will support your application for a range of Post-16 Level 3 
courses if a 9-4 (A*-C) grade is achieved, or a level 2 course if a 3 or 2 (D-E) 
grade is achieved. Food & Nutritionwill equip you with essential life skills - 
learning to make a range of quality products.

*Please be aware that students will need to supply all the cooking ingredients 
for this course.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY – GRAPHICS (GCSE)

‘Applying your own designs onto actual products is fun and can help if you want 
a future in graphic design’ Joe Barnes (Former GCSE student who went on to 
study Graphics at A’Level)

‘Choose Graphics because it is fun but also a useful subject for your future. You 
learn how to be experts in creative software such as Adobe Illustrator.’ Ernestas 
Juskevicius, (Former GCSE Student who went on to stuyd Graphics at A’Level).

Examination Board:  AQA

Assessment:  Exam 50%
   Controlled Assessment Task 50%

The Course

Do you enjoy computer-aided-designing, being creative, sketching or illustrat-
ing? Can you create designs which are both pleasing to look at and perform 
their functions well? If you choose Graphics, you will specialise in paper and 
board, and how these are used to make graphic products. You will design and 
make products such as packaging, book covers, posters, websites and brand-
ed merchandise (t-shirts, mugs, phone cases). You will become expert users 
of industry-standard software such as Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. Our 
equipment includes two laser cutters, vinyl cutter, large format A1 colour digital 
printer and sublimation printer. 

Assessment 

The non-exam assessment is a single “design and make” task in areas such 
as securing the future, improving social and living spaces, responding to the 
unexpected and will take place during Year 11. This portfolio will require you to 
complete extensive written sections for the research, development and evalua-
tion of your final product.

Potential Pathways 

Entry to A-level Graphics course at Tallis. Further study on the Art and Design 
BTEC course. 

Future career opportunities as a graphic designer, art director, digital/web 
designer, illustrator, printmaker, architect, stylist/animator, production designer 
theatre/film/TV, interior designer, exhibition designer and fine artist. Design 
and making are encouraged to prepare candidates for taking higher-level cours-
es or for entering the world of work. Graphics will support your application for a 
range of Post-16 Level 3 courses if a 9-4 grade is achieved, or a level 2 course if 
a 3 or 2 grade is achieved. 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY - PRODUCT DESIGN (GCSE)

“Product Design is concerned with how things work, how they are controlled 
and the nature of the interaction between people and technology. When done 
well, the results are brilliant, pleasurable products.” Don Norman

Examination Board:  AQA

Assessment:  Exam 50%
   Controlled Assessment Task 50%

The Course

Do you enjoy solving problems and being creative? Or perhaps you just keep 
coming up with great ideas but don’t know what to do with them? If that’s the 
case, studying Product Design could be for you!  And it can open you up to a lot 
of career choices... While studying this subject, you can learn how to design and 
make anything from electronics, furniture, food, and even computer programs. 
We are a well-resourced department with 3D printers, laser cutters, etc. and as 
such students are not limited in their designing nor making. 

You will become expert users of industry-standard software such as 2D design, 
Fusion 360 and Google Sketch up. 

Assessment 
 
The non-exam assessment is a single “design and make” task which will be 
provided by the exam board and will take place during Year 11. This portfolio will 
require you to complete extensive written sections for the research, develop-
ment and evaluation of your final product. 

Who Is This Course For? (This Will Suit You If…)

• Students who enjoy being creative
• Students who have an imaginative way of solving problems
• Students who are good at visualising 3D concepts
• Students who are skilled in practical work
• Students who enjoy using machinery and tools
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Potential Pathways 

A Level:  Product Design, Graphic Design and 3D Design

Degree:  Product Design, Architecture, Interior Design, Jewellery Design, Civil 
                   Engineering, Automotive Engineering, Industrial Design

Possible Careers: 
Product, Furniture, Jewellery, Automotive, Interior and Spatial and Designer, Ar-
chitect, Engineer, Manufacturing, Technologist, Exhibition Furniture, Advertis-
ing Art Director, Materials Engineer, Product Manager, Theatre/Television/Film
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LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN ENTERPRISE 
by invitation only

BTEC Tech Awards are technical qualifications which are appropriate for Key 
Stage 4 learners who are motivated and challenged by learning through hands-
on practical content. They are a technical alternative to GCSEs with equivalent 
levels of rigour and challenge.

The Course

This course involves a practical introduction to life and work as an entrepreneur, 
you will:

• Develop an aptitude in planning and carrying out an enterprise activity
• Develop the knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills that can 

affect the performance of an enterprise
• Develop attitudes and ways of working that are important for enterprise

The 3 components that you will study are: 
 
• Exploring Enterprises;
• Planning and Presenting a Micro-Enterprise Idea;
• Marketing and finance for enterprise

Assessment

The course is 60% assessed through coursework with a paper-based examina-
tion worth 40% for the ‘Marketing and finance for enterprise’ component. 

You will achieve a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* according to the qual-
ity of your work.

Potential Pathways

• Further study of business or enterprise at Level 3. 
• Support your application to other 16+ courses. 
• Useful if you are interested in various courses involved in the business, 

finance, law or marketing industries. 
• Supports entry to employment in the business or enterprise industries.
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GEOGRAPHY

The Course 
 
If you are interested in a course that takes you out into the field and brings 
learning to life then choose Geography!

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues: This unit helps you delve into hazardous 
earth, monitoring volcanic eruptions and responding to earthquakes. You’ll 
get to explore world trade and the changing distribution of power and wealth 
between countries in development dynamics. Finally, you’ll make a journey into 
challenges of an urbanising world.

Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues: You’ll examine the UK’s evolving physical 
landscape including river processes and pressures. Step into the UK’s evolving 
human landscape by studying dynamic UK cities such as London. Ultimately you 
will get out in the field on 2 day trips to study coastal processes and manage-
ment and quality of life differences within a city. Collecting your own primary 
data will enable you to analyse your findings and evaluate what you discovered 
as part of your geographical investigations.

Unit 3: People and Environmental Issues: You will learn to improve your skills 
of communication and interpretation and hone your ability to manipulate and 
analyse data. This unit will give you the chance to solve problems and to think 
clearly, critically and constructively in order to find solutions to the problems 
we study. Within this unit you will tackle issues surrounding people and the 
biosphere and explore how actions have consequences in forests under threat. 
Finally, you’ll face the challenge of dwindling fossil fuels in consuming energy 
resources.

Assessment

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues (37.5% of the course)
• Written paper: 1 hour 30 minutes.
 Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues (37.5% of the course)
• Written paper: 1 hour 30 minutes.
 Unit 3: People and Environmental Issues – Making Geographical Decisions 
(25% of the course)
• Written paper: 1 hour 30 minutes.

Potential Pathways 
Geography contains a plethora of transferable skills, enabling you to go on to a 
range of future options including A-levels and further education and appren-
ticeship courses. Geography will support your application for a range of Post-16 
Level 3 courses, if a 9-6 grade is achieved, or a level 2 course if a 5 or 4 grade is 
achieved.
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BTEC TECH IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (LEVEL 2) – 
equivalent to 1 GCSE
The Course

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development (Internally Assessed) 
This unit is an internally assessed unit; this means you complete coursework to 
show the examiner your understanding of the topics.  
In this component, you will study how people grow and develop over the course 
of their life, from infancy to old age; this includes physical, intellectual, emo-
tional and social development and the different factors that may affect them. 
An individual’s development can be affected by major life events, such as mar-
riage, parenthood or moving house and you will learn about how people adapt 
to these changes as well as the types and sources of support that can help them.

Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values (Internally Assessed) 
This unit is also an internally assessed unit.  
This component will give you an understanding of health and social care ser-
vices and will help you develop skills in applying care values which are common 
across the sector (some of which are transferable to other sectors that involve 
interactions with clients or customers). Providing good health and social care 
services is very important and a set of ‘care values’ exists to ensure this hap-
pens. Care values are important because they enable people who use health and 
social care services to get the care they need and to be protected from differ-
ent sorts of harm.

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing (Externally Assessed) 
This unit is an externally assessed unit. This means you will sit an examination 
under controlled conditions. The examination format of this component is 
completing a set task within three hours. Your work will be marked by an exam-
iner and you will receive a grade for your exam at a later date. 
In this component, you look at the factors that can have a positive or negative 
influence on a person’s health and wellbeing. You will learn to interpret phys-
iological and lifestyle indicators and what they mean for someone’s state of 
health. You will learn how to use this information to design an appropriate plan 
for improving someone’s health and wellbeing, including short and long term 
targets. Additionally, you will explore the difficulties an individual may face 
when trying to make these changes. You will also be required to use the core 
knowledge for components 1 and 2 to assist you with this element. 

Potential Pathways

This course provides a good foundation for learners to progress onto further 
education, providing a suitable foundation for further study within the sector, 
or supporting progression on to other vocational qualifications at Level 3. The 
underpinning knowledge and understanding, practical and vocational skills 
learnt will also enhance and support the progression on to an apprenticeship or 
other vocational based programme or employment within the Health and Social 
Care sector.
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GCSE HISTORY 

The Course

During this GCSE course you will explore how people’s lives and understanding 
of the world have changed over time. Furthermore, you will develop your ability 
to reflect critically on the historical concepts of cause and consequence, simi-
larity and difference, change and continuity, and significance.  

The Medicine unit covers the period 1250 to the present-day. In this unit you will 
discover ideas about the causes of disease, treatment and prevention of illness, 
and the response of the authorities, in each time-period. By studying sources 
from the Western Front of WWI, you will gain insight into the experience of sick 
and injured soldiers in the Trenches and enhance your understanding of how 
historians carry out historical research and enquiry. In the Early Elizabethan 
England unit, you examine and evaluate Elizabeth I’s rule of England and rela-
tions with Spain, and discover what life was like in the 16th century. By contrast, 
the Cold War focuses on modern international relations. Finally, in the Germany 
unit you will analyse how and why political systems changed over time, how this 
affected different people’s lives. You will also develop techniques for interro-
gating historical evidence and evaluating historians’ interpretations.
 
During the GCSE you will use collaboration, and disciplined independent study, 
to develop your knowledge and understanding. You will also be encouraged to 
play with possibilities when reaching your own judgments about past events, 
whilst making connections with the world we live in today. 

Assessment 
 
Unit 1 Examination 1 hour 15 mins
• Thematic Unit: Medicine AD1250 – Present (knowledge-based questions 

including essays)
• Study of Historic Environment: Injuries, Treatment and Trenches on the 

Western Front 1914 - 1918 (Source enquiry)

Unit 2 Examination 1 hour 45 mins
• Period Study: Superpower relations and the Cold War. (knowledge-based 

questions)
• Depth Study 2: Early Elizabethan England 1558-88. (knowledge-based ques-

tions including essays)

Unit 3 Examination 1 hour 20 mins
• Depth Study 1: Germany c1919-1939 (knowledge-based questions including 

essays and source and interpretations analysis)
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Potential Pathways

• Further study of History at A-level, if you achieve the required 9-6 grade.
• History is one of the facilitating subjects, which can help you get into the 

highly respected Russell Group of Universities.
• Historians develop valuable transferable skills; they are independent and 

creative thinkers, critical and evaluative in their approach and effective 
communicators.  

• Potential career pathways include politics, curatorship and research, the 
legal profession, education, journalism and media and many more.
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GCSE LANGUAGES – FRENCH AND SPANISH

The Course

The study of a Language offers you the opportunity to gain an important life 
skill in today’s world. GCSE French and Spanish will allow you to develop your 
ability to communicate with native speakers in speech and writing.  
The course includes the study of a range of topics including different lifestyles, 
personal relationships, social justice, free time and holiday choices and environ-
mental issues.

You will work creatively to:
• Develop your ability to communicate confidently and coherently with na-

tive speakers, conveying what you want to say with increasing accuracy. 
• Express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently.
• Deepen your knowledge of how language works and enrich your vocabulary 

and writing skills.
• Gain an understanding of the culture of French and Spanish speaking 

countries.
• Have an opportunity to travel abroad to practise using your target language 

in its natural environment.

Assessment 

GCSE French and Spanish have a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and Higher Tier 
(grade 4-9).  

The assessment is divided into skills and you will be examined on the following:

• Paper 1 - Listening (25% of the total grade): understand and respond to 
  different types of spoken language.

• Paper 2 -  Speaking (25% of the total grade): communicate and interact in 
   speech. Speaking will comprise three tasks. 

• Paper 3 - Reading (25% of the total grade): understand and respond to 
  different types of written language including literary texts. A translation from 
  English into French/Spanish.

• Paper 4 - Writing (25% of the total grade): communicate in writing. Translation 
   from English into French/Spanish.
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Potential Pathways 

Further study at A-level where you will embark on a journey of research and 
analysis; study books, films, political and artistic culture and social trends, whilst 
continuing to improve your language skills. 

• Supports applications for a range of Post-16 level 3 courses if a 9 – 4 grade is
   achieved, or a level 2 course if a 4 - 3 grade is achieved. 
• A GCSE pass 9 - 4 in a Modern Foreign Language is now an expectation of 
   UCAS applications for entry to some Russell Group Universities. 
• It is often a requirement on CV applications for work in international business 
  or the travel industry. 
• It develops valuable transferable skills which will be desirable in a number of 
  career pathways.
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GCSE LANGUAGES – LATIN

The Course

To study Latin is to mix together learning about language, literature, history, geog
raphy, RE, art and even physics all in one multidisciplinary space. If you are endless
ly inquisitive, this is most certainly the subject for you.

Component 1: Latin Language 
You will study Latin as a language, developing your understanding of vocabulary
and syntax. You will become adept at demonstrating comprehension of Latin
texts, translating them into English, and analysing them grammatically. Along the 
way, you will read some classical mythology and learn a lot about other languages
 too! 

Component 2: Latin Literature and Sources (Themes)
You will study a selection of prescribed Latin texts and artefacts around a 
particular theme. For those taking the GCSE in 2025, this will be Romans’ relation
ship with the countryside. You will explore how Romans presented the rural sphere 
in their murals, in their mosaics, in their poetry, their speeches and their letters.
This is an excellent introduction to the most significant writers and art forms of 
the early imperial period.
 
Component 3: Roman Civilisation
You will study a prescribed aspect of Roman Civilisation. For those taking the 
GCSE in 2025, this will be the city of Rome itself: from its founding myths through 
its development into a thriving imperial capital, plus the lives of the city’s inhabit
ants. In the process, you will gain a surprising amount of knowledge about 
engineering…

Assessment 

Latin GCSE is assessed with three exams at the end of the second year of study.

Component 1: Latin Language
Written paper: 1 hour 30 mins (50% of the total grade)

Component 2: Latin Literature and Sources (Themes)
Written paper: 1 hour (20% of the total grade

Component 3: Roman Civilisation
Written paper: 1 hours (20% of the total grade). 
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Potential Pathways

To study Latin is to mix together learning about language, literature, history, geog
raphy, RE, art and even physics all in one multidisciplinary space. If you are end-
lessly inquisitive, this is most certainly the subject for you.
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PERFORMING ARTS – GCSE DANCE

The Course

You will have the opportunity to learn how to choreograph, perform and analyse 
dance, through studying a range of dance styles and by working as a profession-
al dancer, making new work and studying the work of established choreogra-
phers. You will work with professional dancers or companies.  You will also learn 
to:

• Develop fitness, technique, safe practice teamwork and creativity by 
actively engaging in all aspects of dance in order to become effective and 
independent learners and critical, reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.

• Develop dance appreciation skills by studying and researching how the use 
of set, costume, music, lighting and dance structures successfully support 
dance productions and how they can support your own work.

• Develop physical, technical and expressive dance skills so you are able to 
communicate your ideas to an audience.

Assessment 
 
60% for practical work, 40% for written work.

Component 1: Practical Exam Performance and Choreography.

• Solo performance of between 1– 1.5 minutes 10%, Controlled Assessment 
of short dance set by the exam board and taught by the teacher. 

• Performance in a duet or trio of 3.5 minutes 20%, Controlled Assessment 
collaborative choreography created by the students, the teachers and pro-
fessional artists based around dance phrases set by the exam board. This 
can be in any style.

• Choreography of a solo or a group dance 30%, Controlled Assessment. 
Students create their own choreography from a choice of externally set 
starting points. Solos are between 2–2.5minutes and group pieces between 
3 – 3.5 minutes. Students keep a choreographic log book and provide 150 
words as programme notes. If the group choreography is chosen it must be 
the work of one student and not a collaborative effort.

Component 2: Written exam, Dance appreciation.

Written exam – 1 hour 30 minutes 40%. A mix of short and extended writing 
        
Section A: Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes
Section B: Critical appreciation of own work as dancers and choreograhers
Section C: Critical appreciation of 6 professional dance works that have been 
studied over the course.
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Potential Pathways

GCSE Dance has been running for over 20 years and has earned respect as a 
rigorous and valid GCSE. It provides a strong foundation for progression to 
Level 3 courses in Dance, Performing Arts and Sports such as A-levels and BTEC 
Nationals as well as Creative and Media Diplomas.

• Progression routes can be as diverse as dance performers, choreographers, 
movement directors, dance therapists, sports therapists, teachers and 
community practitioners.

• Dance will support your application for a range of Post-16 Level 3 courses if 
a 9-4 (A*- C) grade is met.

Students will be expected to:

• Rehearse at lunch times and after school.
• To perform as soloists as well as members of a larger group.
• Join dance groups within school and out of school.
• To work mostly barefoot although dance shoes can be worn at times.
• Ideally, but not essentially, have experience of dance outside of school.
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PERFORMING ARTS – GCSE DRAMA

The Course

You will have the opportunity to be a performer, director, designer and critique. 
You will develop your performance skills and confidence, explore new forms /
style of drama, enhance your acting skills and apply your imaginative design 
ideas to a play.
 
• You will also create your own plays and learn script to perform for a variety 

of audiences.
• Take part in text exploration workshops and theatre visits both in and out of 

school.
• Explore the social, cultural and historical content of plays.

Assessment 
 
Component 1: Devising 
40% performance and coursework (internally examined)

Students will explore a variety of stimuli throughout the process and create a 
performance in response for an audience. Students will use drama techniques 
to bring the drama to life as part of the rehearsal process. For the written 
element of the component, students will write a portfolio responding to six 
questions evaluating and reflecting on their process and contribution. 
 
Component 2: Performance from Text
20% Performance (externally examined)
 
Students will be introduced to a play text. Students will learn how to interpret a 
play in various ways and understand how a play works in performance through 
workshopping key extracts in detail. Students will develop their rehearsal 
and performance skills through bringing two extracts from page to the stage. 
Students will look at how they develop a role/character and different staging 
methods. This will be performed to a visiting examiner. 
 
Component 3 : Theatre Makers in Practice 
40% Written Exam (externally examined)

Students will study a professionally published play from a choice of set texts 
specifically chosen by the exam board. Students will also undertake a theatre 
visit to experience and watch live theatre. Students will complete a series of 
questions based on key scenes from a performer/director/designer perspective. 
Students will then also complete 2 theatre review questions, where they will be 
asked to analyse and evaluate a production they have been taken to see. The 
exam will last approximately 1 hour 45 minutes.
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Potential Pathways

• Further study at A-level on the Drama and Theatre Studies course.
• BTEC Level 2 or 3 Performing Arts.
• An additional qualification towards five 9-4 (A*-C) grades.
• A broad variety of careers including advertising, law, therapists, psychologi-

gists and manyothers involving presentation skills.
• Drama will support your application for a range of Post-16 Level 3 courses 

if a 9-4 (A*-C) grade is achieved, or a level 2 course if a 3–2 (D or E) grade is 
achieved.

          Students will be expected to:

• Perform in class and to live audiences
• To perform a monologue and as part of a group.
• Rehearse at lunch times and after school.
• Learn lines. 
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PERFORMING ARTS – MUSIC (VOCATIONAL AWARD)

The Course

The music vocational award from Eduqas is divided into three units that inspire 
and enthuse learners to consider a career in music. It offers an experience that 
focuses on applied learning, i.e. acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and 
understanding through purposeful tasks set in sector or subject contexts that 
have many of the characteristics of real work. 

Unit 1: Performing
You will learn the skills and techniques needed to produce a successful perfor-
mance of an existing piece of music.

Unit 2: Creating
You will learn how to create and refine your own original work.

Unit 3: Music in practice
You will learn about areas of the music industry that need to be considered 
when responding to a commission and will consider these when coming up with 
and pitching your own idea.

Assessment 
 
You will be assessed through project work.

For Units 1 and 2 you will undertake projects (not exams) in response to briefs. 
The project for each Unit will take 10 hours and be worth 30% of your qualifi-
cation. For each one you will be given a scenario and will need to undertake a 
number of tasks. 

In Unit 3 you will undertake another project (no exam) in response to a brief, 
which will take 20 hours and be worth 40% of your qualification. You will be 
given a scenario and will need to undertake a number of tasks.

Potential Pathways 

• A-level Music
• A-Level Music Technology
• Career paths: instrumentalist, music therapy, conductor, composer, music 

journalist, instrumental teacher, musician in education, workshop leader etc.
• A broad variety of careers including performance and media industry. 
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PERFORMING ARTS - GCSE MUSIC

The Course

In the Eduqas GCSE Music course, you will have the opportunity to develop as a 
performer, composer and musicologist.  Youl will be able to use and cultivate your 
analytical skills through both a practical and acadmeic sense in lcass, wokring 
with specialist practitioners and in your own research.  You will have the oppor-
tunity to enhance your musicianship skills as you perfomr as a soloist and within 
an ensemble, compose different pieces of music and focus your analytical skills 
through the study of set pieces and areas of study.  You will also explore the his-
torical, political and social context of music as well as understanind notation and 
music theory.

Assessment 

Component 1: Performing (30% of qualification)
Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes
A minimum of tow pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at 
least one minute duration. The other pieces performed must link to an area of 
study of the learner’s choice.

Component 2: Composing (30% of qualificaiton)
Total druation of compositions: 3-6 minutes
Two compositions, one of which must be in repsonse to a breif set by Eduqas. 
Learners will chosse one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to a differ-
ent aread of study. The briefs wil be released druing the first week of September 
in the academic year in which the assessment is to be taken. The second compo-
sition is a free composition for which learners set their own brief. 

Component 3: Appraising (40% of qualification)
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes  
This component is assessed via a listening examination. Eight questions in total, 
two on each of the four areas of study. 
Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices 
Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble 
Area of study 3: Fiim Music 
Area of study 4: Popular Music  Two of the eight questions are based on extracts 
set by Eduqas: -  Africa by Toto - Badineried by J.S. Bach

Potential Pathways

• A-level Music
• A-level Music Technology
• Career paths: instrumentalist, music therapy , conductor, composer, music   

journalist, instrumental teacher, musician in education, workshop leader etc.
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SPORT – BTEC LEVEL 2 TECH AWARD IN SPORT

The Course
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport provides an engaging and relevant intro-
duction to the world of sport through theoretical and practical study. It incor-
porates important aspects of the industry, such as fitness testing and training 
for sport and exercise, practical sports performance and sports leadership. It 
enables you to develop and apply your knowledge, while also developing a range 
of relevant practical, communication and technical skills and understanding the 
importance of a healthy active lifestyle.

The qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE. It is aimed at everyone 
who wants to find out more about the sports industry and possibly progress into 
that field for further study and work. 

You will study three components, covering the underpinning knowledge and 
skills required for the sports sector.

Assessment

The course consists of three components:

Component 1: 
Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical Activity 
(30% of course: Internal assessment).

You will explore the different types and provision of sport and physical activity 
available for different types of participants, barriers to participation and ways to 
overcome these barriers to increase participation in sport and physical activity. 
You will also research equipment and technological advances in a chosen sport 
or physical activity and how to prepare the body for participation in sport and 
physical activity. 
as a coach.

Component 2: 
Taking Part and Improving Other Participants Sporting Performance
 (30% of course: Internal assessment).

You will investigate the components of fitness and their effect on performance, 
take part in practical sport, explore the role of officials in sport and learn to 
apply methods and sporting drills to improve other participants’ sporting per-
formance. 
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Component 3: 
Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants’ Performance in Sport and 
Physical Activity
(40% of course: Externally assessed).

In this component you will be introduced to, and develop an understanding of, 
the importances of fitness and the different types of fitness for performance in 
sport and physical activity.  You will also develop an understanding of anatomy 
and physiology and cary out fitness testing.

Potential Pathways

As well as being the ideal preparation for hte BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate or National Extended Diploma in Sport, both of which an be studied 
in the sixth form at Thomas Tallis, the BTEC Level 2 TECH Award in Sport pre-
pares you for anyt sport specific courses in sixth fomr colleges.  The course is 
vocational and develops the transferable skills andkey skills that employers are 
looking for and canlead to a wwide variety of employment opportunities.  This 
can include going on to furher study in degree courses in areas such as physio-
therapy, recreational management, officiating, the fitness industry , teaching or 
progressing to an apprenticeship.
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

The Course

AQA Religious Studies A (8062)

Students should consider different beliefs and attitudes to religious and non-re-
ligious issues in contemporary British society. They should be aware that the 
religious traditions of Great Britain are, in the main, Christian, and that religious 
traditions in Great Britain are diverse. For Paper 1 we will study Christianity and 
Islam, as well as other religious and non-religious beliefs such as atheism and 
humanism; this is applied in Paper 2. 

Assessment

Component 1: Christian and Islamic: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 
and practices 

• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 96 marks (plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG)
• 50% of GCSE

Questions
Each religion has a common structure of two five-part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 
12 marks.
Each religion is marked out of 24.

Component 2: Thematic studies

• Theme A: Relationships and families.
• Thema B: Religion and Life.
• Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. 
• Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice.

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 96 marks (plus 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG)
• 50% of GCSE

Questions
Each theme has a common structure of one five-part question of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 
marks. Each theme is marked out of 24.
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Potential Pathways

• Law
• Business / international business - Marketing and management
• Marketing and management
• The government, foreign service, or the Peace Corps
• Non-profit or non-governmental organisations
• Counselling and Social Work
• Education
• Journalism / publishing
• Event planning, hospitality, or the service industry
• Museums and the arts
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VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS – GCSE FINE ART

The Course

This exciting course will help you to push your boundaries in art and encourage 
you to become more of an independent artist. It will also help you to improve 
your confidence and self-expression through the use of a variety of processes 
including drawing, painting, print making, sculpture, installation, performance 
art, mixed media, textiles art and photography. You will develop an appreciation 
of the formal elements, colour, form, tone, texture and shape, using a range of 
mediums and processes. Overall, we hope to develop your appreciation of art 
movements and culture. You will also experience some of the fantastic galleries 
in London and have the opportunity to put work into a KS4 exhibition to which 
parents and carers will be invited. 

Assessment

The two required units will cover:

Unit 1 - Personal portfolio in art and design 
Controlled Assessment – set and marked by the centre and moderated by Edex-
cel. 

A portfolio selected from work undertaken during the course and including 
more than one project.

Unit 2 - Externally set assignment in art and design
Question papers are issued from 1 February – set by Edexcel, marked by the 
centre and moderated by Edexcel.

Limited preparation time. 
10 hours of sustained focused study.
Candidates respond to their chosen question or starting point from the exam 
paper. 

Potential Pathways

Further study at A-level.

• BTEC level 3 art and design, or creative media production.
• A-level photography.
• Post-16 education via foundation and degree courses.
• Art will support your application for a range of Post-16 level 3 courses if a 

9-4 (A*- C) grade is achieved, or a level 2 course if a 3-2 (D or E) grade is 
achieved.
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VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS – GCSE FILM STUDIES

The Course

The course is designed for you to learn how to analyse films and develop an un-
derstanding of film language, exploring how sound, camera, setting and editing 
are important to audiences’ understanding of the narrative and the characters’ 
motivations. In addition there will be one practical piece of coursework.  

Assessment

Unit 1: Creating 
Controlled Assessment – set and marked by the centre and moderated by the 
exam board. 
This will consist of either a filmed sequence, or a screenplay, to demonstrate 
understanding and practical application of genre and narrative, along with film 
production documentation and an evaluation. 

Unit 2: Exploring Film 
External Assessment - examined in June and marked by the exam board.
The films you will study (and be examined on) will be externally set by the exam 
board, and will be films that are deemed to be ‘critically recognised and cultur-
ally and historically significant’. This means they are likely to be Oscar or BAFTA 
winning films. The specific films have not yet been chosen by the exam board, 
but will consist of one of each of the following:

• US film made between 1930 - 60
• US mainstream film
• US independent film
• British film
• English language film made outside of the US (British, Australian, New 

Zealand, Canadian)
• ‘World’ film - non English language (a subtitled film).

The questions in the exam will assess your knowledge and understanding of:

• Film language and its impact on style, characters, narratives, themes and 
issues.

• The way people, places, events and issues are represented in the film. 
• Key industry and audience issues.

Potential Pathways

• Further study at A-level, especially closely linked to Film Studies and Pho-
tography.

• Further study at BTEC National Level 3 (the vocational equivalent of A-lev-
els) especially Creative Media Production.
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VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS – LEVEL BTEC MEDIA TECH 
AWARD in CREATIVE MEDIA PRDUCTION

• Did you know that 1 in 6 new jobs created in London last year was in the 
media sector?

• Did you know that there is currently a skills shortage in the British film 
industry?

• Did you know that the L2 BTEC Media Tech Award is an exciting way to get 
new skills and sharpen up your analytical skills?

The Course

You will learn how to analyse a variety of media products across the three plat-
forms of audio/visual, print and online/e-media. You will learn areas such as how 
the products are constructed to appeal to their audiences and what roles genre 
and narrative play in their success. Through the study of industries such as the 
video games industry, website industries (particularly fan sites) and comics/ 
graphic novels you’ll learn more about the construction of the products and 
have a go at making some yourself.

In addition you will develop an understanding of media language and how 
it is used to represent issues and events, individuals, such as celebrities and 
everyday people, and social groups such as different age groups or genders. 
You will learn about who the audiences are that consume these products and 
how audiences interpret and respond to the different media forms, as well as 
making links between media products and the industry that creates them. You 
will develop your media production skills, whether it’s working in 2D design 
with packages such as Photoshop and InDesign, or in 3D with the audio/visual 
editing software Premiere Pro.  

The two years are broken down into three components.  Instead of a written 
exam, at the end of the two years you will make a media product using all the 
skills you have learnt over the course.

Component 1: Exploring media products (30% weighting).

Component 2: Developing digital media production skills (30% weighting).

Component 3: Create a media product in response to a brief (40% weighting).



Education to understand the world and change it for the better
45

Potential Pathways

• Further study at A-level especially closely linked to Media Studies: Film 
Studies, Photography & Art & Design.

• Further study at BTEC National Level 3 (the vocational equivalent of A-lev-
els) especially Creative Media Production. 

Useful inclusion on CV in application for work in any of the creative and media 
industries. 

Media Studies will support your application for a range of Post-16 level 3 cours-
es.
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VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS – GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY

The Course

On this course you will explore how photographs are made and how they rep-
resent the world. You will learn to use a variety of light and lens-based photo-
graphic techniques and processes using traditional and new technologies. This 
will include working in the darkroom to create photograms and pinhole images, 
as well making collages and photomontages. You will become a proficient user 
of digital cameras and Photoshop. You will learn to use a variety of equipment in 
order to create your own photographs. You will gain knowledge of a range of Eu-
ropean and non-European photographic art and create images in various genres 
including portraiture, landscape, still-life, documentary, abstract, conceptual, 
moving image and installation. You will learn how to conduct research about the 
history of Photography, explore the work of individual photographers, generate 
exciting and imaginative ideas for projects and work collaboratively with others. 
You will document your work online creating a digital ePortfolio.

Assessment

Unit 1: Portfolio of work 60%
• Controlled Assessment – set and marked by the centre and moderated by 

the exam board.
• An ePortfolio and final images selected from work on at least two projects 

undertaken during course of study 

Unit 2: Externally set task 40%
• Question papers are issued from 1 January in the year of examination – 

set by the exam board, marked by the centre and moderated by the exam 
board. 

• 10 hours of sustained focused study where candidates respond to their 
chosen question, or starting point on the exam paper.

Potential Pathways

• Further study at A-level especially closely linked to Photography, Film Stud-
ies, Art and Design and Media.

• Useful inclusion on CV in application for work in any of the creative and 
media industries.

• Photography will support your application for a range of Post-16 Level 3 
courses.
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INCLUSION

The Inclusion Team will liaise with SEN students who may require personalised 
advice, support and guidance.

For any queries please contact:

Francesca Kamei 
Assistant Headteacher: Inclusion fkamei@thomastallis.org.uk 

Joanna Cameron
Head of DSC/SENDCO  jcameron@thomastallis.org.uk

Lucy Pollitt
Director of Inclusion  lpollitt@thomastallis.org.uk

Sharon Gallagher
Lead for SEN-K Students  sgallagher@thomastallis.org.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Options Choices Event

Wednesday 22 February 2023

15:45 to 18:30

Parents, carers and students are 
invited to our Options Choices Event 
when students will be able to actively 
engage with curriculum areas. Parents 
and carers have an opportunity to ask 
subject specific questions and gain 
a good insight into what is studied, 
what knowledge and skills their child 
will learn and how they will help in the 
crucial post-GCSE period. You will also 
have the opportunity to find out how 
the options process works and what 
qualifications your child will leave with 
in a presentation given by the Head 
and Head of Year.

Deadline for Option Choices

Wednesday 22 March 2023

Students will need to have made their 
decisions and handed in their Options 
Form to their form tutor by Wednesday 
1 April 2020.
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USEFUL INFORMATION

Website and Options Booklet

The Options page on the website 
(thomastallisschool.com/tallis-choices) is 
continually updated and the options booklet 
will be given out with the options form during 
this process. This is an essential source of 
information on the course content, skills, 
expectations and potential pathways for each 
subject area as well as some general advice on 
how to choose their options.

Registration and Tutorial 
sessions

Students will have the opportunity in 
registration time to watch presentations about 
Key Stage 4 courses by each of the curriculum 
areas. They will be able to ask questions about 
the wide variety of options available to them. 
Your child’s tutor will be a vital person in guid-
ing students in this process. There will also be 
a specially designed PSHCE lesson 
focusing on life skills, aspirational thinking 
and pathways into further education, appren-
ticeships and the world of work.
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USEFUL CONTACTS

9FA: Ms Kinghorn & Mr Garrett akinghorn@thomastallis.org.uk 
  
                                 igarrett@thomastallis.org.uk 

9FB: Mr Alford             jalford@thomastallis.org.uk 

9HA: Ms Shenton     sshenton@thomastallis.org.uk 

9HB: Mr Kisnay     akisnay@thomastallis.org.uk 

9KA: Ms Hougton & Mr Utomi khoughtoni@thomastallis.org.uk 

    cutomi@thomastallis.org.uk 

9KB: Ms Shaikh   zshaikh@thomastallis.org.uk 

9RA: Ms Bichard-Collins &   jbichard-collins@thomastallis.org.uk 

Mr Amechi    camechi@thomastallis.org.uk 

9RB: Mr Lloyd   jlloyd@thomastallis.org.uk 
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NOTES
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