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RETRIEVAL PRACTICE IMPLEMENTATION CHECKLIST

O Use retrieval practice as a learning strategy, not an assessment tool.

O Make retrieval practice low-stakes or no-stakes (i., not for a grade), to reduce
anxiety and encourage tral-and-error.

O Provide retrieval practice frequently, as often as possible. Practice makes perfect!

O Provide retreval practice after a lesson is complete, perhaps even a few days or weeks
later. Space it out.

O Use a variety of strategies to implement frequent retrieval practice: clickers, index
cards, bell work, quick writing prompts, etc.

O Use retrieval practice with a variety of students, subject areas (science, history,
etc), and grade levels.

O Encourage metacognition by giving students feedback.

O Reassure students that challenging learning (via retrieval practice) is a good thing!

O Examine your exsting teaching strategies - do they focus on getting information
“in* or “out” of students’ minds? Are students being challenged, or i learning

easy and “fluent?”

O Use a variety of question types: fact-based, conceptual, and higher ordertransfer
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When we teach something once. then want to do more to
help students learn it better. instead of just reviewing the
content. were better of f giving something like a quiz. In
other words. if we do more asking students to pull

concepts out of their brains. rather than continually trying
to put concepts in. they will actually learn better.

Include Feedback
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Space Your Practice

Match Practice to Assessment

If you will assess for basic recall
of facts. retrieve with those. If

you will require higher-order
thinking on tests. include higher-

order questions during retrieval.
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