
Key Stage 4 Choices 2026
Education to understand the world and change it for the better.



Ms Rowley-Conwy

Deputy Headteacher



Knowledge is powerful ‘if 
it predicts, if it explains, if 
it enables you to envisage 
alternatives’.

Michael Young



Education to understand the world 
and change it for the better.



We aim for creativity, academic rigour 
and opportunity in a broad and balanced 
curriculum

• You will get a broad and balanced curriculum in order to 

support your cultural understanding and general 

knowledge.

• More doors are held open for you for longer if you follow 

a wider curriculum.



How do GCSEs work at Tallis?

All students will study the following GCSEs:

• English Language

• English Literature

• Maths

• Science (Double Award) – two GCSE qualifications

Some students will study separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics). This will depend on your child’s Science set and will be 
decided at the end of Year 9 by the Science Department.



+ your ‘option subjects’

In addition to English, Maths and Science, 
students at Tallis have 4 option subjects they can 
choose.



The ‘Tallis Baccalaureate’

The government have in the past recommended young people taking the 
‘English Baccalaureate’, or ‘Ebacc’. This is a combination of particular subjects: 

• English language and literature,

• maths,

• sciences, 

• geography or history 

• and a language.

The ‘Tallis Baccalaureate’ (TBacc) adds a recommended arts or DT choice 
because we believe the Arts are a fundamental part of any curriculum.



Pathways

• Most students will have free choice of four option 
subjects. We recommend a broad range of subjects

• Some students with specific needs will be given a 
support pathway with some additional choices such as 
DSC Support. This will be explained in the letter you 
will receive at Parents Evening. 

• Please speak to Ms Pollitt if you have any questions 
around this. 



Combinations

You should not choose any of the following combinations:

• Creative Media and Film Studies

• Drama and Performing Arts

• Food & Nutrition and Graphics

• Food & Nutrition and Product Design

• Graphics and Product Design

• Health & Social Care and Sport

• Health & Social Care and Media

• Media & Sport



Heather Odd
Associate Assistant Head, KS4 
Achievement and Transition



Making your choices

• Students will receive a variety of assemblies over this next 

6 weeks about the option subjects available to them.

• Today is about beginning to research what is involved in 

all the subject’s students are interested in and thinking 

about those they may not have considered before.



How to choose

Don’t choose because of your teachers.

Do choose because you are good at it.

Don’t choose because of friends.

Do choose because of your career.

Don’t choose because they are similar.

Do choose because you enjoy it.



How to use Options Evening

• Visit the rooms of the subjects you are interested in to 
find out more. What can you learn from the teachers 
and students in that room? 

• Be open minded – some subjects might be new to you, 
make sure you do your research about what these 
subjects entail.

• Try to get an understanding of the course 
requirements – is there a lot of coursework? Or is it 
more exam based? 



As well as the subject rooms…

• Students with EHCP / SEND: Ms Pollitt and the 
SEND Team are available in the Sixth Form 
Internet Café (by reception).

• English, Maths and Science are represented in the 
Canteen for any students or parents who want to 
ask further questions.

• Maria Lobo, our school Careers Advisor.



What happens after tonight?

• To help offer additional support in their choices, students will have 
time to discuss their choices with their tutors.

• This may be before they select their options or may take place 
afterwards over the Spring term.

• This will be an informal discussion with a member of the pastoral 
team, leadership team, or the SEND team.

• Students will then be informed of their options for Year 10 at the 
end of the summer term.

• It is important students continue to work hard in all subjects!



FAQs

Due to demand, we cannot guarantee that you 
will be successful with all four of your preferred 
choices.



• The choices form will be given out at Parents’ 
Evening on the 4 March.

• The form is to be submitted to your child’s 
form tutor by the 18 March deadline.

Dates to remember



Please take full advantage of the 
advice you are offered.



For more information, visit the Tallis Choices 
page on our website:

thomastallisschool.com/tallis-choices.html

Thank you

https://www.thomastallisschool.com/tallis-choices.html
https://www.thomastallisschool.com/tallis-choices.html
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