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Following the Photography project that began with ‘Narratives’ as a theme, you are now moving onto a more self-led project. This means you will explore an idea that interests you, working from the starting point ‘Journeys’. 

Working independently means you are to work on your own project by:
· Researching artists that relate to your theme and inspire you
· Experimenting with materials and ideas  
· Presenting these in your book as you develop your ideas towards a Final Piece.

Your Final Piece will be what you choose, something that interests you. What are your artistic strengths? Drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, printmaking, photography, textiles, mixed media? Work towards your strengths and push yourself beyond your comfort zone in order to develop your skills.

To get started, follow the steps below to develop a strong and inspiring idea:

Step One
Create an ILLUSTRATED mind map on ‘Journeys’. Be open minded, FILL at least one page in your book and take care over presentation. Make this visually interesting and interesting to read.


Step Two
In your last Art lesson before Christmas you were given a collection of Artists whose work explores different Journeys (travelling, transport, emotional journeys etc.) in many different ways (land art, sculpture, painting, photography). 

Present these works in your book along with annotations – what is the work about? How does it explore ‘Journeys’? How do you think it was made? Do you like it? Why? Does it remind you of anything? Etc. Use the Analysing Artworks sheet to help you.

REMEMBER, do not cut and paste the typed notes on each of the images into your book. Use these notes to get you started on your own annotations.


Step Three – Christmas Holiday Homework
Choose 2 or 3 of your favourite artists from the collection given to you in your lesson. Research their work in more depth and show examples.  How does the Artist explore ‘Journeys’? What do they make? How? Etc. Again, use the sheet to help you analyse their work in depth. 

This is what you should have done so far. Anything unfinished or missing needs to be completed to a high standard as homework by next lesson.
Step Four – Monday 7th January 2013
Create a TONAL drawing of the shoes you are currently wearing. Avoid heavy outlines and build the drawing up using a VARIETY of tones. Be creative with the composition (i.e. How can you make it more interesting than a simple side view of your shoes?) FILL THE PAGE.

On the opposite page, write about these shoes. How do they relate to the theme ‘Journeys’ and the other entries on your mind map? Are they old/new? Favourites or just for school? Where have they taken you over the last 24 hours/week/month/year? How do they represent you and your personality? What patterns do they make? What stories could they tell? Etc.

Presentation is important so try to fill the space on your page and make it look neat and visually interesting. This could be a mind map or descriptive sentences, however you feel helps you “brainstorm” the story behind your shoes.


Step Five – Homework, due Monday 14th January 2013
You now need to think carefully about what direction you want to branch into from your starting point ‘Journeys’. 

Look back at your mind map and the Artists you have explored so far. What interests you and inspires you the most? It may be more than one idea at this point. 

Your homework task this week is to take this idea and start exploring it by:
· Collecting - objects at home or on a journey that relate to/represent your idea.
· Drawing - what you can see or find to tell the story of your journey or of objects that represent this idea.
· Photographing - think about composition, focus, colour and make sure you PRINT the photographs and PRESENT THEM IN YOUR BOOK.

Try to make your work PERSONAL to you – research family history/culture, diary entries, interview family members, explore religion, geography, travelling, politics, mapping…

You are to bring with you what you have collected/drawn/photographed so far to Mondays lesson. If you are bringing objects in to work from, ensure you have photographed them too and documented this in your book.

It is VERY important that you meet deadlines and bring this work with you in order for you to move on with your project. You are being given the freedom and responsibility to work to your own interests and artistic strengths so you need to be motivated and PREPARED for your lessons. 

This is a project personal to you and therefore needs to be led by you. 
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